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Transcendence Defined

“Transcendence means literally, "to climb across." It is defined as "exceeding the
usual limits." When we speak of the transcendence of God we are talking about
that sense in which God is above and beyond us. He is higher than the world. He
has absolute power over the world. The world has no power over Him.
Transcendence describes God in His consuming majesty, His exalted loftiness.
He is an infinite cut above everything else. [R. C. Sproul, The Holiness of God, p.
55]

Isaiah 40:15-28 1> Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are
accounted as the dust on the scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine
dust. 16 Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, nor are its beasts enough for a burnt
offering. 1” All the nations are as nothing before him, they are accounted by him
as less than nothing and emptiness. ¥ To whom then will you liken God, or what
likeness compare with him? 1° An idol! A craftsman casts it, and a goldsmith
overlays it with gold and casts for it silver chains. 2° He who is too impoverished
for an offering chooses wood that will not rot; he seeks out a skillful craftsman to
set up an idol that will not move. 2! Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it
not been told you from the beginning? Have you not understood from the
foundations of the earth? 22 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its
inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 2> who brings princes to nothing, and
makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 2* Scarcely are they planted,
scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows on
them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 2> To whom
then will you compare me, that | should be like him? says the Holy One. 26 Lift up
your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who brings out their host by
number, calling them all by name; by the greatness of his might and because he
is strong in power, not one is missing. 2 Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak,
O lIsrael, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my
God”? 28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow
weary; his understanding is unsearchable.



God is transcendent as the Creator.

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

John 1:1-3 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 2 All things were made
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.

Acts 17:28 for “In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of

your own poets have said, “For we are indeed his offspring.’

Colossians 1:17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

John 4:24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.”

a danger we face - pantheism

God is transcendent in the quality of His being.

Psalm 113:4-6 * The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the
heavens! ® Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high, ¢ who looks
far down on the heavens and the earth?

Isaiah 55:8-9 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, declares the LORD. ° For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

a danger we face = flippancy

Ecclesiastes 5:2 Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter
a word before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your
words be few.



Psalm 57:5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be over all the
earth!

Psalm 97:9 For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted
far above all gods.

Psalm 113:5 Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high,

Psalm 8:1 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.

Deuteronomy 4:39 know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, that the LORD
is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other.

a danger we face - a misplaced awe / reverence

Romans 1:25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and
‘worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is
blessed forever! Amen.

God'’s transcendence, when seen, produces a response.

Revelation 1:12-18 12 Then | turned to see the voice that was speaking to me,
and on turning | saw seven golden lampstands, **and in the midst of the
lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden
sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like
snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 1° his feet were like burnished bronze,
refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. € In his right
hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and
this face was like the sun shining in full strength. ¥ When | saw him, | fell at his
feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, | am the
first and the last, '8 and the living one. | died, and behold | am alive forevermore,
and | have the keys of Death and Hades.


https://www.esv.org/Mt17.2

Isaiah 6:1-5 *In the year that King Uzziah died | saw the Lord sitting upon a
throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him
stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with
two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 2 And one called to another and
said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”

4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and
the house was filled with smoke. ® And | said: “Woe is me! For | am lost; for | am
a man of unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”

Psalm 19:1-4 1The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above
proclaims his handiwork. 2 Day to day pours out speech, and night to night
reveals knowledge. 2 There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is
not heard. 4 Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end
of the world.

Psalm 8:3-4 2 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon
and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful of
him, and the son of man that you care for him?

Three Passages

Matthew 11:28-30 2 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest. 2° Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 3 For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.”

| Kings 8:27-28 27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and
the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that | have
built! 28 Yet have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his plea, O LORD my
God, listening to the cry and to the prayer that your servant prays before you this
day,



Isaiah 66:1-2 *Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my
footstool; what is the house that you would build for me, and what is the place of
my rest? 2 All these things my hand has made, and so all these things came to
be, declares the LORD. But this is the one to whom | will look: he who is humble
and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.

| Chronicles 29:11-13 ** Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the
glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the
earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head
above all. 12 Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your
hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give
strength to all. > And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious
name.



